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The porous sheet 1 of the present invention has a number of fine 
through-holes 10 which allow gases such as steam, air and the like to pass 
through, but block liquids such as water and the like. The porous sheet 1 
of the present invention is wholly or partially formed of degradable 
material. 

The degradable material includes decomposable plastics and 
particularly degradable polyethylene resins, polyolefin resins such as 
degradable polypropylene and the like, polyvinyl alcohol or degradable 
polyesters. The degradable polyolefin resins are those that contain 
polyolefin as a primary component and are decomposed by light and 
microbes. 

The photo-degradable polyolefin resin includes a copolymer of 
ethylene and carbon monoxide, or the like. It has been considered that this 
ethylene/carbon monoxide copolymer is decomposed when second and 
third carbons bonding to carbonyl group are separated from each other by 
light. The rate of decomposition can be adjusted by regulating the content 
of the carbon monoxide in the copolymer. Usually, the density of the 
ethylene/carbon monoxide copolymer is about 0.89-0.95g/m2, and the 
content of the carbon monoxide is about 0.1-10% by mole. 

The ethylene/carbon monoxide copolymer as described can be 
produced, for example, by the ethylene and carbon monoxide coexisting at 
a temperature of 230 degrees Celsius and under an atmospheric pressure 
of about 2000. 
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